Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
Paid
PermitNo, 338
Dayton, Ohio

&

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Kettering, Ohio 45420
DATED MATERIAL

Greenmont-Oak Park
Community Church
1921 Woodman Drive

C I Greenmont-Oak Park Community Church

Volume XLIX No. 581 published weekly

Dec. 14, 2008

Website: www.greenmontoakpark.com

“ﬂk

APVENT

White Gift Sunday
Christmas Tea following
worship services.

WORSHIP LEADER:
Susan Beall
GREETERS:

Office Hours
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Telephone: 252-6705
Fax # - 252-4093

Pastor:

Rev. Gregory King
pastor@greenmontoakpark.com
Youth Leader:

Sheri Parrett

Admin. Chairman:
Suzanne Slaidins-Dull
Church Secretary
Nova Kigar

office@greenmontoakpark com

Choir Director:
Robert Duerr
Organists:
Jacque Fisher

Mary Jane McBride
Shelley Outlaw

Chapel Worship:
8:45 a.m.
Morning Worship:
10:45 a.m.

Sunday School Hour:
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Nursery - Adult
Ushers:
8:45 -
Gary Etter
Loren Houck
10:45 -
Greg Goodner
Kendall Cobb




"We Traveled the Holy Journey with Mary & Joseph'*

Last Sunday afternoon approximately 70 members and friends of Ascen-
sionand Greenmont-Oak Park Churches participated inthe ""Las Posadas"
Latin American Advent processiontradition. The programwas organized
and lead by the Ascension & Greenmont-Oak Park Partnership Committee.
Christian Leaders from both churches worked to make Las Posadasa
heart-warming Advent/Christmasevent, drawing us closer inour relationship
with God, Jesus our Savior, and our neighbors and friends.

We had several youth from both churches take the roles of Mary, Joseph
and the 8 different Inn keepers. Our 3-5th grade youth designed and made
their own ponchos, thay were very creative and beautiful. Aswe processed
from one Posadas to the nextwe sang, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”,
accompanied by guitar. We even learnedalittle Spanish. Atevery door
Joseph knocked and asked for shelter for Mary to rest and stay and was
turned away, once the door was even closed in his face, until they arrived at
the ninth Posadas, where they were welcomed to stay and restand wait for
the baby, the Lord Jesus, to be born. Even though we had a large group,
we all were quietand anxiously listening for the Inn keepers response to
Josephateachdoor, youngandoldalike, were drawn into their journey.
We concluded the journey with aprayer service, and Fiesta celebration
activities of making atin Christmas ornament, pierced paper decorations,
making greeting cards for the Homebound, and a Pinataactivity and refresh-
ments.

Special thanks go outto: Fr. ChrisWorland, Rev. King, Jim Murray, Lois
Keil, Marie Jenkins, Jacquie Hittle, Pat White, Verdena Mardis, Joe Von
Holle, Sheri Parrettand America Stevens our Cultural Advisor. Also many
thanksto those donating cookies for the fellowship: Elizabeth Ancil, Toni
Bailey, Elizabeth Sumner, Karen Brown, Barbara Etter, NovaKigar,
Barbara LaBlanc, Nobu Oishi, Kay Rearick, Arlene Uldrich, & LauraVon
Holle.

Our Ecumenical Committee has been planning these special Adventand
Lentevents for several yearsnow. Ifyouwould liketobe involvedinany
future programs, please contacteither church office orany committee

member.
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ADPVENT

Sermon Bible Readings
Dec. 14 - Advent 111

- John 1:6-8, 19-28
Dec. 21 - Advent IV
- Luke 1:26-38

Vital Statistics
Attendance Dec. 7, 2008
8:45- 21

10:45- 98

Sunday School - 43
Offering-General Fund
(monthly budget need - $14,543)

Offerings rec'd  +/-- Amt.
Jan.'08 $9,714 (-$4,829)
Feb.'08 $8,867 (-$5,676)
Mar. '08 $15,825 (+$1,282)
Apr.'08 $10.930 (- $3,613)
May '08 $13,692 (-$851)
June '08 $15,880 (+$1,337)
July '08 $10,957 (- $3,586)
Aug. '08 $15,267 (+ $724)
Sept. '08 $11,608 (- $2,934)
Oct. '08 $10,494 (- $4,049)
Nov. '08 $14,483 (- $60)

Our total deficit to date is -$22.253

Happy Birthday
Craig Kigar - Dec. 16

Don Keltner - Dec. 19
Adam Donovan - Dec. 22
Jamie Medlin - Dec. 22
Sean Humphrey - Dec. 22
Carol Vires - Dec. 24

Margaret Dill - Dec. 27
Ray Urbanas - Dec. 27

In Our Pravers

Nate Anderson-inVietnam
Mildred Berk - Lincoln Park N C
Margaret Cobb - Walnut Creek
Margaret Dill - Masonic Home
Jamie Geswein

Gene Gibson

Beverly Guffey

Mildred Heath - Walnut Creek
Judy Hirshman (Chaney)

Opal Hunter - Crestview Manor
Lottie Jaeger

DanJones - Patriot Ridge Nursing
ScottKigar

Dustin Knowlton
Jimmy & Mary Lehman
Peggy Lewis

Nancy Lyttle
BarbaraLyttle

Bob McCray
DelorisMiller
MarcellaMiller
Michael Ourfalian-Iraq
Mr/Mrs Patterson- Liberty Woods
Nancy Pratt

RonRearick - in Afghanistan

Guy Robinette - Walnut Creek
Cindy Romano

Mary Sampson - Liberty Woods
Sue Shroyer

Kathy Steele

Connie Swanson

GloriaVan Camp

Mary Vance

FloWarner

EvelynWheeler

VeraWestfall

Diane Yost

Please letthe church office know,
how God isanswering prayersin
ourlives.



Upcoming Jr & Sr Youth Events
- Dec. 14 - play practice, 6-8pm
- Dec. 19 - 6PM to Sat. 12 noon
- LOCK-IN, Christmas Party,
Play practice
- Dec. 21 - Christmas Play, 5:30 PM
"Operation Baby King"

3rd - 5th Graders I

Joininthe Christmas Play

& monthlyyouth group fun!
We are restarting our 3rd to 5th

grade youth group and planto meet
once totwice amonth. Our focus will
be onwhat itmeansto beafriendin
the eyes of Jesus.

We are starting this month of
December, toincludethekidsin
several of the upcoming Christmas
season events, and invite themto be
partofthe youth Christmasplay.

| am excited and looking forward
toworkingwithyour children. Any
questions, please call me, Home
#298-6210 or cell # 475-5724 - Sheri
Parrett

Sunday, Dec. 14
-meet last 15 mins. Sunday school

Thursday, Dec. 18-6:30 PM
- Christmas Party, share a dessert
practice play music.

Sunday, Dec. 21 at5:30 PM
-arrivefor Christmas play

Kindergarten Volunteer needed

one Sunday amonth.
We are looking for a volunteer to

help one Sunday amonth atthe
10:45 worship hour. Male or
female may apply. Callthe church
ore-mailthe churchifyou canhelp
outinthisway. - BarbaraRichards

'Special Offering
Combined This Year""

The Official Board decided to
combinethe Thanksgivingand
Christmas Special Offeringsagain
thisyear. Wewill equally divide the
offeringsuptoavalue of $2400
between Daybreak, House of Bread,
NeighborsinNeed, StVincent De
Pauls, Veterans of the Cross, and
YWCA's Battered Women's pro-
gram, If we exceed the total of
$2400, the donations above the
2400 willthenbe giventothe church
operating budget. Please giveasyou
cantosupportthese ministries.

Joinangelagent Double O-Heavenand a

host of helpers in this delightful
Christmas pageant. AgentDouble O-H s

assigned the mission of ensuring that no
nation orsingle group of people claim the

babykingastheir own.
Christmas cookies:

The Christian Ed. Committee asks
thatall families bring 2 dozen cookies
to share for our Christmas pageanton
Dec. 21%at 6:30 PM. . You can bring
them to the kitchen thatmorning or
whenyou come to the program that
evening. Thankyou.

Traditions:

Everyone hasafavorite family tradi-
tionat Christmastime. Weareasking
churchmemberstodecorateasmall
poster—telling of your special tradi-
tion—andbringittochurchon
Sunday morning, December 215, We
will use these to decorate the Donut
Room for our Christmas program.
You can pick up the poster board at
the church.

2009 Flower & Bulletin
Donations

New sign-up sheets are posted
onthechurchbulletinboard. If
you care to donate these items for
worship, the costis $20 for
flowersand $14 for bulletins.
Payment may be dropped inthe
offeringplate, please indicate what
payment isfor inthe check memo.
- Thank you, Worship Committee

"'Staff Gifts"

If youwould like to give to the
Staff's Christmas gifts, envelopes
will be provided. Please ask the
ushers foranenvelope overthe
nexttwo Sundays, thenreturnyour
giftinthe offering plate. Thank you
and Merry Christmas fromthe
Staff Committee

"In Sympathy"

We extend our prayers and
thoughtsto VVerdena Mardisupon
the passing of her neice,

Rev. Kingofficiatedatthe
graveside service. May God
comfortyouatthistime of loss. -
Your GOPCC family




WINGS

Anelection of new officers for
W.omenl.nG.ods. S.ervice was
held atour November meeting.
The new officers for the nexttwo
yeartermare:

President: Nikki Taylor

Vice President: Diana Knowlton
Treasurer: SashaTaylor
Corresponding Secretary: Karen
Brown

Publicity: ToniBailey
ThenextW.1.N.G.S. meetingwill
be Sunday, January 25, immediately
folloing the second service. Wewill
have ourannual Secret Sister
revealing then. Please remember
your secretsisterand Greenmont
Oak Parch Chruch inyour prayers
throught outthe holidaysand the
New Year.

""Recovering American
Soldiers™

Thisthought, which caneasily turn
intoaction, isbeing shared across
America.

When doing your Christmas cards
this year, take one card and sent it to
thisaddress. 1fwe pass thisonand
everyone sendsone card, what
wonderful gifts of cardswould be
shared withthese special people who
have sacrificed somuch.

ARecovering American Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical
Center

6900 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, D C 20307-5001

White Gift Sunday, Dec. 14

Bringyour giftstoshare with families
less fortunate to place under the
Chrismontree. We especially need
giftsof new or gently used, toysor
gamesforchildrenage 12 and under.
Socks, hatsand mittens/gloves, and
nonperishable foods suchas spaghetti

sauce (cannedonly-noglassjars

please), baked beans, side dish mixes

tofill outthe Christmas baskets.

Gifts of hats, socks and mittens may

decorateatree inthe Hilty room.

We have atotal of 150 families
includingafew familiesfromourown

church. We have 228 childrenage 2

monthsthroughteenagers. Many

Christmas Tea - Dec. 14

The WINGS will be hosting
theall church Christmas Teaon
Sunday, Dec. 14, followingthe
morningservicesinthe Dount
Room. Asignupsheet for
donations of finger foods, Christ-
mas desserts, and teasandwiches
isposted onthe WINGS bulletin
board onthe upper level of the
GatheringPlace.

Please joinusinthistraditional
churchgathering forthe Holiday.
- LorettaLiesch

familiesare newthisyear forreceiving
thishelp.

Your generosity of love and caring is
very appreciated! Youfilled 2 large
shopping cartswith groceries for the ~.gd
Thanksgivingcollection, thank you!!

'Kroger

Rewards Earned""

Our combined reloads of our
Kroger cards have exceeded the

$5,000amount, earningusareward
check for $235.69. This represents
15 cardsbeing reloaded for use in
the month of Nov. These fundswill
be puttoward the general operating
fund. Thank you for participating in
this program. If you are nota part
of thisprogramand would like to
be, ask Joe Farren for information
abouthow to get started, itis easy.
Just $5 will startyou off.

PLEDGE

¢ UP TO DATE?
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- Mission Outreach. Y

Poinsettia Plants
for Christmas LAy

We will again offer the purchasing
of Poinsettia plantsto beautify the
sanctuary for the ChristmasEve
service. The Plants may then be taken
home after the service. The costofa
plantisstill $9.00. Pleasesignupon
the church bulletinboard if youwish
topurchase one. - Worship Commit-
tee

\

"Christmas Eve |

Zz 11PM Candlelight Service"

v
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Joinusinjoyful worshiponthis
Holy Night, Christmas Eve. Sharein
singingtraditional carols, candlelight,
hearing the Christmasstory and
experiencingor re-experiencing the
birth of Jesus inyour heart. Our
servicewill be heldat11PM, witha
wassail fellowship followingthe
service.






